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Richard O’Flynn (1829-1905)
Thomas F. O’Flynn (1862-1932)
George B. O’Flynn (1889-1952)

Richard O’Flynn (1829-1905) was a major figure among early
historians of the city, and was known as the historian of its Irish
population. He was also a collector and seller of rare books and a
wide variety of antique objects, including an extensive collection of
Native American artifacts.

Thomas F. O’Flynn (1862-1932), a son of Richard, was a teacher
and principal in Worcester Public Schools for many years, and
author of a book on Worcester history for students: The Story of :

Worcester, Massachusetts, 1910. It is now available in the form of Founders of the Worcester Society of
re-prints by several firms. Antiquity, now the Worcester Historical

Museum. Richard O’Flynn is seated second
George B. O'Flynn (1889-1952), a son of Thomas, was also a from the right. The others are, from the left,
teacher in the Worcester Public Schools for many years. In 1934 he  ¢4114el Staples, Franklin P. Rice, and John G.
and Albert Farnsworth, of the faculty at Worcester Acedemy, Smith.
published a revised edition of the 1910 book by George’s father,
with substantial additions, under the same title. Below are the biographies in Nutt, followed by
obituary notices for all three men.

Charles Nutt, History of Worcester and Its People, v. 1V, p. 706

Richard O’Flynn was born in County Waterford, Treland, February 27, 1829,
died in Worcester, Massachusetts, Decemheg 24, 1905, son of Thomas and Margaret
(Powers) O'Flynn. He came to Worcester in 1865, and for many years kept a ook
store at No. 244 Front street. He was also long an agent for steamship lines and
was known in all parts of Ireland. He was a lover of books, an antiquarian in the
best sense of the term. He was an authority on American Indian relics, old coins
and stamps. His collection of Indian relics, valued as one of the finest private collec-
tions in Worcester county, 1S NOw the property of The Worcester Society
Antiquity, an organization founded in ]an’ugry, 1875, by Samuel E. Staples, John |
Smith, Franklin P. Rice and Richard O Hyl}n. In 1895 Richard O’Flynn visite
Treland and was most cordially entertained in many of the large cities, while in
Ireland his antiquarian proclivities led to his discovery of a very old stone in thi
Abby Yard at Waterford.. 'I‘hls stone, exquisitely carved,' is evidently of
antiquity, but the secret of its inscription is yet unso_lved. It is now carefully p
in the British Museum at London, Mr. O’Flynn having a linen rubbing of t
made which he presented to the Worcester Society of Antiquity. :

While he collected and sold many books, there were some of the choic
which were never offered for sale but retained for his own private library.
he finally presented to the Worcester Public Library, his gift comprising eight h
valuable volumes. Many of these were vo_lumes bearing upon the story of
and only to be found in few private libraries, also a considerable part were
in Gaelic. He copied and presented to the Society of Antiquity the inseris
all the tombstones in the old Catholic Cemetery in ’I_‘atnuck, and also ¢
inscription on the old part of St. John’s Cemetery. Richard O’Flynn was t
historian of Worcester. He wrote the history of the Emet Guards, and I
large volumes of clippings and records which but for his love of the work
have been lost. He wrote sketches of all the Catholic parishes which e
Worcester up to the time of his death, and fully justified in his life and w
title bestowed upon him, “Worcester’s Irish Old Mortality.” He was on
founders of the Father Mathew Total Abstinence Society in Worcester,
secretary-treasurer for twenty-five years, and for a long time its honored S
In politics he was a Democrat, represented his ward on the city school con
in 1884 and 1885, and for a number of years was an assessor of his wa_rd.

Richard O’Flynn married, April 21, 1861, Anna O’Neil, who died in }
June 2, 1875, daughter of Charles O’Neil, a veteran of the British Army, wh
Wellington at Waterloo. While stationed at Gibraltar he was ordered to
the Church of England service, but taking the ground that being a Caf
should have the privilege of worshiping after the manner of his own faith, he
to obey. This was deemed insubordination, and according to the manner of
ment then sanctioned in the British Army he received three hundred la
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Nutt, p.706

punishment. Later he wrote to the Duke of York, who as
subsequently as William IV., stated his grievance and live
of knowing he set in motion the sentiment which resulte
shiping, each according to the dictates of his own cons
was the author of “Military Adventure,” published in 1851
O’Neil, was killed on the ship “Terrible” in a battle with t
Holland in 1807. Another brother fell at Talavera de la Re
Wellington there defeating the French, July 27-28, 1809. CI
sons, all of whom enlisted in the Union Army at the outbreak o
the States. One of the sons, Captain Thomas O’Neil, commanc
Guards, was kllled at the battle of Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. £
tenant James O’Neil, served in the same regiment (Twenty-gfth a!
was an aide on the staff of General Marshall, of New York, r lﬁ?
Richard and Anna (O’Neil) O’'Flynn were the parents of four sons

Thomas Francis, of furth ion; 3 :
Thomas Tiancl deceased.er mention; Charles, deceased; Mary, den

Thomas Francis O’Flynn, eldest son of Richard na (O’
was born in Worcesteg, August 28, 1862, and there y:?ie?it:l?? ;
educator and school principal. He is a graduate of Worcester P'ol
class of 1882, and of Worcester State Normal School.
profession, and won his way to high position in the Wor
;zs&li\;els{ }thelprl??ﬁals_}np oIf-I the Thomas street, Provide

ools of the city, e is highly-regarded a '
of the Worcester County Teachers’ gAsls,ocigtione. Hn:oggﬂfg uac:tforr

Worcester,” and has otherwise enriched the literature of his pro
Democrat in politics, and in religious faith a Roman Catholic.
M. Crowley. e ok

George Bernard O’Flynn, son of Thomas Francis and
O’Flynn, was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, October 27,
education in Worcester schools, and in 1908 was graduated fr
School. He then entered Massachusetts Agricultural College, com
there with graduation, class of 1912, and the degree of B. S. He
studies at Clark University, there receiving the degree of A. M., ¢
chose the profession of pedagogy, and in the fall of 1913 began a
biology at North High School, Worcester, and in the fall of 19 b
the biological department in Classical High School and teacher 3
During 1013-14-15, he was supervisor of playground garden work

Mr. O'Flynn is a member of the Alumni Council, and of the
Kappa, Gamma Phi (Massachusetts Agricultural College); Sigma
University): Alhambra Council, No. 83, Knights of Columbus; I
Assembly, Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus; member of the Na
League: Worcester Red Cross; director of Worcester High School
Worcester County Teachers’ Association; Massachusetts School M
is a Democrat in politics, and a member of Blessed Sacrament R

Church.
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After a long iliness exteiding over fully

and § o'clock, at his home, 31 Grosvenor
street. 1n the chamber were only the
.wéeping members of his family. Dr.
John J. Cummings. his family physician,
had been with him only a few bours, and
when- he bid his patient adieu he knew
it was for the last time.

Mr. O'Flynn died from heart disease,
with which he has been Incapacitated for
@ year. .

Several times gdeath has been hourly ex-
pected, but the beginning of the end
came Wednesday when he fell into un-
€Ol He r ined In a state of
coma until his death, with the exception
of one Or two transitory periods. Thurs-
day morning when the famous Gaelic
,scholar, Dr. Do Hyde, called on Mr.
Flynn, the latter was able to a word
or two in that ton, With the excep-
tion of calls for his Ma)
those were the last words

Hg suffered. no pain.
his entire sickness he did not-complain
once of pain. It was simply & case of
nature being exhausted by a life of hard
work. His wonderful vﬂﬂll; held death
at bay for many months. He had lain
in since last February in as full pos-
sesslon of his mental faculties as ever.
He ‘simply lacked ph{‘l'lcll strength.

The funeral will be ednesday morning
with a solemn_ high mass of requlem (n
St. Johns church.

Mr. O'Flynn, who was a native of Ire-
Iand. was probably the most widely
known Irishman in Worcester. He was
Identified with every movement of & Cel-
tic nature. He was also 8ne of the origi-
nal Catholic total abstinence men  of
Worcester. He became a member of
Father Mathew total ‘abstinence soclet
fn 1856, and until his death never dran
intoxicating liquors.

He is survived by five children, Thomas
F. O'Flynn. . principal of the Gn!lqn-
atreet school; Charles, Richard and Wil-
llam .O'Flynn, and Mrs. Mary, wife of
Adam Gouch. He was married twice, all
the children being by his first wife. His
first wife was Annie O'Nell, who died in
June, 1875. Three years later he married
Ellen Foran, who died in July. 1901

Richard O'Flynn was born in the town-
1and of Grenane, parish of New coun~
ty of Waterfo Feb. 27, 1829. His par.
ents were farmers, and werepfairly well
to do earlier In their hhmr‘.

The name under which he was bap-
tized 1s not the one under which he lived
through life, and the one he has handed

ord, as copled by him In the diary, says:
“Extract m the baptismal register of
the united parishes of Kill and Newt
unty of Waterford - Ireland, Ric
1ynn, legitimate son of Thomas Flynn
and Margaret Power, baptized Feb. 11,
1539. Present Michael Foran and Le
Homa Brvan, W. Burke, P. P. Newton."”

assigned for putting the
name, was that it was restoring the or-

Death of Eminent Gaelic Scholar ad
Temperance Apostle of Heart Disease
- After Year's lllness.

‘| were the things then taught. His whole

| gratity that ambition tll he came to

down to his family. The baptismal rec-|

iginal form and making It more truly
Celtic.

his autoblography he says: “Should
any of my degcendants feel any interest
in their ancestors, this brief sketch may
assist them, and let me say to them that
no Scotch or English blood flows in their
veins. Althou fy mother is of the
Norman-French family of Poer,
who landed In my native county of Wa-
terford, in 1189, on their (my children’'s
side), they are Celts, pure and unalloyed,
their mother being descended from the
noble and warllke Q'Nellls of Ulster.
'nw‘ can point with pride to the his-
turzot heir grandfather, Charles O'Nefll,
who served In

The Peninsular Campalgs

and was imprisoned, put In irons, and
whipped, because as a Catholic he refused
to go to the Church of England service.
For this he wrake to the war department,
and his letter was the cause of.an order
by the department, releasing the soldlers
from attending services. Charles O'Nelll
served with Welllngton at Waterloo, and
later came to Worcester. where he dled.
Five of his sons went to fight for the
flug In the war of the Rebellion.

At the age of elght years he was sent
to a schgol teacher named Michael Pow-
er. almowt two years. To this meager
schooling he added six months in a na-
tlonu] schpol when he was 12 years old.
He says In his record of his schooling
that the cardinal principles of arithmetic,
spelling and reading and the catechism
ambition in his youth was to know the
Irish language, but he was not able to

America. While aboard a steamer for
South Carolina he took his first lesson.

At 12 years of age he left achool and
went to herd cows. He was Litred by
Thomas Power and recelved 7 cents
every three months. He slept on straw,
went to bed at 9 o'clock, got up at 4, and
lived on potatoes and milk every day in
the year except Christmas, when the
herders were allowed meat and rnhbnra.

Mr. O'Flynn worked two years for
Thomas Power. Then he went to his god-
father, Michael Foran, at Ballyleen,
where he recelved a little more than twice
as much a quarter, -getting about $2,
measured In money of today, which was
regarded as high W.Tﬂ'. :

In 1549 he went to live

With Michael Broderick,

a tradesman at Portlaw, who Kept a gro-
cery and bakery. His wages Incre: to
$1.650 a week, with board. Shortly after
he took his position he was promoted and
his salary made $1.76 a week. Ilis new
conditions made the responsibllity great-
er. By this time he had formed an ambi-
tion to comg to America, and he says
while the proprietor was cross and scold-
ed him often, he was bound under the
law to remain with him, for he could get
no other place to work, and so, In order
to gratify his wish and come to America,
’!‘l:":ndund much hegwould otherwise not

He tells how when he quit Broderick's
employ he packed all his belonging» into
a small box and went back home to bid
farewell to his parents, before starting
for America. He bade his father goodby
at_the old home, but his mother accom-

panied him to Waterford, and there sald

goodby, as he was going on rd ship

Telegram

Dec-25-1905
Part1of4

He salled for America In the ship Ann
Kenny, in éharge of Cl‘:. Hayes. The
ship cleared for passage Sept. 21, 1881, and
Oct. 29 he landed at Castle garden, New
York. It toak 47 days to make the trip.
.He says there were ahout 400 passengers
aboard. and three adults and one baby

dled.

Mr. O'Flynn. did not sit idly and walt
for work to hunt him ‘u") when he ar.
rived in a strange land. inter was com-
ing on, and he knew he must prepare to
meet it. Bo the next day he walked down
to the wharf and got a job shoveling corn
in the‘hold of a vessel. At this he earned
$2.50 a day.

He came to Worcester shortly after his

Arrival In New York,

but he did not note the day of the month.
He says he arrived In Worcester about §
o'clock one S8unday mornin

ing that day. The next y he went to
board with Michael - MecGrath, father
of Michael P. McGrath, a contractor who
then lived on Mechanic street,

His first work in Worcester was on the
Worcester & Holden railroad which was
iuu then being bullt. In the story of his
ife he says: “1 went, with several other
men, to ‘where the work was fn

and got lodg-

on
ys. 1 recelved ts
day and paid £250 a week far bocr%m'rh:
was T,
gl:"' MmE ‘}:i. &Ih:'bo.'. Mr. Chafr
DOU: pay for Ml%
cut to & cents a day and Mr.
ve notice that he would quit. Mr.

odd jobs to ! s time. h
to Allen 1
n , Ct.,
3 ) he ved for the

§

a ie

rents in Ireland at that wage. Jan. 1,
. he wettled with Allen & Ol

came to Worcester, and went to board

with Allen Mcorll.h. an uncle by mar-

When he settled with the
i Allen & Olds Co.
for the term of his npp::guwhtp, Jan,

1, 1866, Mr. O loo about for a
13 took one in Whee-

Union street. He had determin

Worcester his permanent home, and be.
r-.n to take more than a passing interest
n the soclal life of the city, among the
people of his race

(continues)
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He )oined the Father Mathew temper.
ance soclety, Feb, 17, 1856, and till his
death remained a falthful member. It
was his good fortune to be honored with
the highest office in the soclety, and al-
most from the time he became a mem-
ber he was given official responsibllity
in various positions. Among the many
books which are included in his collec-
tion Is one which he made himself, show-
ing how the Irish socjetlies of Worcester
have celebrated St. Patricks day from
llhe early part of the '50s to the present
time.

He became a member of the Cathollc
library debating soclety July 6, 1856, which
was formed for the advancement of
knowledge among its members. One of
the more Important events In his "ls&'
fous work was transacted July 20, 1856
That day he rented a w {n St. Johns
Catholic church, which he never gave up.

He changed his boarding place Sept.
10, 1856, and began

Boarding With Mrs. Brophy,

the mother of Willlam Brophy, a widely
known engineer. Amonﬂ the rders at
Mrs. Brophy's, was Willlam Hickey, now
a sergeant on the Worcester
and a man by the name of Jo »
& native of Ireland, with whom he later
took a tramp through the South.
Another of those boarders was Capt.
John J. O'Gorman, for many years a
merchant tallor, and who dl not- long
0.

he Independent sons of Erin, an or-
ganization Integded. to cultivate closer
relations among the natives of the Em-
erald isle, was organized Feb. 11, 1856,
through the efforts of. Mr. O'Flynn, and
Hugh Doherty was its first president.

The early part of the fall of 1856, Mr.
O'Flynn decided to leave Wheeler's foun-
dry, and quit Sept."16. Work was scarce
and he concluded he would go to New
York. He left Worcester Sept. 21 and
from New York went to Norfolk. Va.,
and then to Baltimore. From Baltimore
fhe went to Philadelphia and then re-
turned to New York, coming on an emi.
grant traind

But he was not yet satisfled to come
back to Worcester, and took passage for
Charleston, 8. C. His friend, John Dug-
gan, was with him on the trip, and they
took steerage transportation.

When the men got to Charleston, they

t work In the Wuglngton foundry,
ut work was slack, and they were soon
lald off. ‘Duggan and he started out to
#ee the coun Among other things
they witnessed was the sale of slaves on
tha auction block, and In thé notes he
says he prayed that he might live to see
the slaves m free. He e con-
vinced the abolution of slavery was the
thing, and whatever might have been his
convictions on political lines as to other

lice force,

matters, he was then aligned by what he
saw with the abolitlon party on that
principle.

O'Flynn and

Duggan Left Charleston

for Columbla, Feb. 18, 1858, and arrived
there Wuhlnnon'l birthday. They
found mno work in Cqolumbia and con.
tinued on thelr way north afoot, visiting

a number of places as they came.

| ron® Five,

While ll(;&plh‘ at a negro's house,
March 13, 1858, he was discovered by some
white men, who made him leave with
the threat of arrest. They told him it
wus contrary to law for @& white man
to shelter in a negro’'s hut, and If he did
not leave at once he would be taken
before the magistrate. '

He went thence to Danville, Va., and
visited the foundries there, but got no
work, and took a steamer, Jamestown,
under Capt. Pauch, for Norfolk, arriv-
ing there Bt. Patricks day, He was
sick most of the trip, mostly for the want
of wholesome b

From Norfolk he started St. Patricks
day for New York, and got there March
18. He came at once to Worcester, and
from the time of his arrival- Worcester
was his homet This time he stopped at
Edward Quinlan’s home.

In Horticultural hall, Feb, 8, 1859, the
first Iron molders union ever organized
in Worcester, was formed, and Richard
O'Flynn was a charter member. The
meeting named a committee of three con-
sisting of Geor; Davis, George Frost
and Richard O'Flynn, to draft a consti-
tution and bylaws

And It Was at a Meeting

in Mr. O'Flynn's home on Goddard street
these were drawn. - -

It was Sept. 1, 1860, Mr. O'Flynn took
the oath of American citizenship.
taken for total abstinence
expired In February, 1861,
and on the date of its expiration Mr.
O’'Flynn went to Rev. P. T. O'Relily and

; took the pledge for lifc, and according
‘Jto his statement, that pledge was k

inviolate. oL

Mr. O'Flynn was one of the organlsers
of the Tom Moore club of Worcester.

The first mesting was Feb, 21, 1561, and |

Ltheme officers were eloected. President,

Henry McConville, killed with Capt. Tom |-

'Nelll' at Cold Harbor: vice president,
ohn F. Murray; secretary, John Foley;
treasurer, Richard O'Flynn._ The avow

purpose of the club was to promote Irish |,

music and song.

Mr. O'Flynn became a

Emmet mudl. ﬁ{:kﬂ:h l{l::‘l. Mﬂlu with

lam o 0 ce force.
'ﬂ:nm vote Mr, &!?Iynn Mpo in ward
3 was cast with the democratic party,
Nov. 5, 1841,

It was Richard O'Flynn who undertook
and carried to a wsuccessful termination
the raising of funds to procure a paini.
ing of Patrick Quirk, father of Jerry
Quirk, who is famous among Irish people
a8 being the oldest Irish
America, living to be 106 e
picture was presen té ther Mathew
roclety and 'm{‘ hangs In the hall.

Im; t 13 the history of Worcester
is the date June 1, 1863. It was that
day that Crompton's loom works opened,
and he there. He started work.
ing for $1.7 a day. 4

e firs: real estate deal

Mr. O'Flynn Undertook

was transacted July.l&,l 1863, uadnlhv it he
becama the owner of the house and Jot at
3 Goddard street, sold at auction for

025. He says Be had but 30 on

t he soon : to procure the re-
mainder and cl the deal. He kept the
h uuuﬁ.n.uaunu 1t for 32900
Et’xt{!nn..t‘ﬁl h: bontm.ﬂu o::ﬂy he

e pr

ved In, at 31 Grosvenor street, at the

time of his dntg. : .

ed || kindness of his friend,

member. of the |’

Richard O’Flynn
Telegram

Dec-25-1905
Part2 of 4

Assoclatad with Hugh Doherty, he or-
ganized the American soclety of Hiber.
nians, Nov. 28, 1963, the organization be-
ing perfected In the Emmet guards
armory, with % members, but he says he
withdrew later because he did not wish
to carry two societies and believed the
Father Mathew society to be more to hig
Interests.

Strikes never had sympathy from Mr,
O'Flynn after his first experience with
them in the Crompton strike ‘In 1864
There was a grievance am the men,
and. conynittee was appointed, inoluding
Mr, O‘l"_ll_‘nn. who d ed to order a
strike. ey did so and the Crompton
g:oplo immediately discharged the mem

rs of the committee. When Mr, Cmm)f-
ton disc Mr. O'Flynn, he says Mr.
Crompton told him he would' rue day
he promoted such a movement, and In
bold hand he wrote in the same para-
Snph. “And I did.” He his chil.
ren to avold strikes at all times.

Hé was out of work but a short while,
going to work for Earle & Jones at what

Continued on Page Four.

Continued From Page Two.

was then known as the Junction foundry,
at $1.50 a day.
The business which Mr. O'Flynn bullt

to such successful extent at 244 Front
street, was started In May, INT7. The

business was started largely through the
on. E. B, Stod-
dard. It was first primarily a book store.
rior to the days of free text-
books, and there was some show for a
man to make profit, selling the books for
school use. When he opened his business
he did not fall into

A Lucrative Trade at Once.

His first sale. was made to Hon, Clark
Jilgon, afterward mayor. June 13, 1877. The
sale was ‘“Boilean’s Lutrin,”" a mock
heroic poem, 1708 ,

The only public ofice Mr. O'Flynn eve:
held was that of a member of the schoo:
committee. He was elected to the school
committee for a three-year term, in 1882,
from ward b.

The free textbook law went into force
in 1584, and he got the contract for dis-
Ftributing the books to the children. A
clipping from the Boston Daily Globe of
Jur' 27, 1884, says the contract called for
$11,065.11 worth of books, which would
have cost the city under the old law,
$19,1456.20, thus &a\'lng (het cl:y':'ns%m;ng:
approximate! per cent o e for
(--r:n?t. For ylhe work involved, Mr.
O'Flynn recelved k.

That was
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After the free textbook law went Intg
effect, Mr. O'Flynn, lonkln% for some
suitable line to add to his business, -fell
upon the {dea of selling drafts, and added
that to his line, becoming steamship agent
at that time. As another feature of his
business he éarly took to the work of
collectinf rare specimens of books, manu-
scripts and quaint old things of every
character, the quainter the better, for
Mr. O'Flynn. Following this carefully it
was not long till his business place of
books, drafts and tickets was as much a
curio shop as a hook store. Visitors to
Worcester from all parta of the United
States sought it to see the curfous things
they heard of, Worcester people found in
it A museum worth xolnx to see.

Among those from a distance to visit
the store for its curio interest was Prof.
Hitchcock of Amherst college, who came
to see

The Excellent Indian Rellc
collection Mr. O'Flynn possessed at that
time. Prof. Hitchcock was liberal in his

raise of the collection, commending it
or excellence and rareness, This collec-
tion is now the property of the Worcester
society of antiquity, of which he was a
founder.

Among the curios In the store possessed
by Mr, O'Fgrnn was a garnet necklace,
supposed to have come down from a
Saxon chief in Lincolnshire, England.

Mr. O'Flynn was also a numism@t|
t+and at one time possessed a collection o
colns not equalled by many. K He also
possessed the best and most complete set
of revenue stamps ever collected.

Amonr the things he saved dilligently
were cl gpln(a from the press on subjects
In which he was deeply Interested,

To Richard O'Flynn the children of
Worcester owe great tribute for his work
In their pehalf. To him s it due that
Worcester had public playgrounds as
early as it did. He called the first meat-
ing ever had to discuss that subject. The
meeting was in the engine House at the
corner of artine and Grosvenor
streets, now police-station 2, The object
of the meeting did not then find a warm
rlac; eIdn "tml publclﬁ n;lnd and some even
aug at it. ppings now possesse
by the family give the credit of the move-
ment to . O'Flynn. It 18 further sup-
ported by “the fact that during the term:
of Mayor Col. E. B. Stoddard, Mr.
O'Flynn fctluoned the city council to

To him also belonged the honor of hav.

ing begun the beautifylng of public school
unds in Worcester, b lzn =

D) trees. |'
or the first time since ‘o left his home

g

in 1851. Mr, OFlrnn went to lan

& visit in 1884 With him went ir‘: cn?u‘!’xx:

daughter of Wiliam Hymss  Jiviand,
ughter o nd,

street mattressmaker, y bt g
He wrota the story 4

Of His Trip After the
return,

and, there are many touching
aphs in his descri scen:
e e el T
e T t
hsead i G i il S e e
al people i
{ered, “the' girls arose and mang -Come

back to Erin,” it was wh

sible for him to hide his mﬂon.m

his trip he carried letters of com-
m(e):d:tlon from the mayor of Worces-
ter, Hon. Henry Marsh, which bore the
seal of Worcester,. and he still has the
letter.
the things he took due pride
ino';veudhh gift to his native town of
Waterford, of Michael Cavanaugh's me-
moirs of Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher.
The general, the writer, and the donor
were all natives of Waterford, and the
book printed from the manuscript was
set by a printer from there. The manu-
seript is said to have been perfect, as it
came from the pen of the writer, there
| being no. corrections or blots on it.
! The writer, Mr. Cavanaugh, was secre-
tary to John O'Mahoney, head center of
the Fenian brotherhood. He later wrote
a which he dedicated .to Richard
o It is entitled “A day In Ire-

land,” and Is a translation of Craolbhin
Aoibhuim.
While Mr. O'Flynn was visiting in Ire-
::n:ihln 1894, he chanced one day to walk
e

Old Abbey in Waterford,

and while strolllng along he spied a -
culiar stone, which' attracted his not ce
specially. He got permission to investl-
gate the stone, and on taking it from
where it was, it proved to be a stone siab
about 14 inches wide and 10 feet long,
and on the face were some sort of hiero-
glyphics, the Gaelic cross and other fig-
ures, which to this day have not been
g:g:rhbered. The forms have been dam-

y age and can only be approxima-
ted. It is belleved by so: >
e e Yy some it bo?onn as

as the second century,

others place it in the eighth. It has

while
since
London, and still holds mutely its secret
of the dead ages. Mr, O‘Flvm)\' secured a
Wine rubbing of the stone.

The public library of Worcester was
enriched fn 1898 by ‘a gift of 584 volumes
and 61 panu)hlsu relating to Irish his-
tory, tfrom Mr. O'Flynn. The records of
the board show that Aug. 2, 1808, a vote
of thanks was tendered him by the boara
and the following day Hon. Rufus B.
Dodge, then mayor, sent him a personal
letter, thanking him for the gift.

e also sent a gift of some Indian rel-
li::t tof Belttntl. lI‘relanld, and there is au
er from Col. Francls J. Vigors, thank-

ln{ him for the collection. . "

March 14, 1888, as a reward for the
many things Mr. O'¥lynn had done to
help promote its interests, the Worcester
society of antiquity made him an honor-
ary member, :

The following year

He Was Made a Member

of the Amerlcan flag and B v : -
m?lrlnl association, ¥ Sy Roke me
was he who gave the sash worn b

(‘_,um. Tom O'Nell, when he was killed a{
Cold Harbor, to Capt. Tom O'Neill court,
C. F. of A.  With the sash he also pre-
sented the commission which Gov. ard-
:':\rr had given Capt. O'Nelll before the

He gave the Worcester soclety of an-
tiquity an antiq scale, or tunln‘y box, a
wooden affalr for measuring sound, a

thing rare indeed, if the:
Sk e re are others in

been placed in the British museum lt.

Richard O’Flynn
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In the library of the Soclety
Of Antiguity Bullding

will be found 10 volumes, dated from 1643
to 1666, **An exposition on the first three
chagters of Job.” These are the gift of
Richard O'Flynn.

The A. O. H. has the plan of the battle
of Aughrim by the historian of the.O'Kel-
ley of Galway, in two parts, framed and
glazed. With this is a genealogical chart
plan of the battle, the only one known
to be In existence, which are his gifts
to the order. g

He made a history of the Emmet guards
organization, from its first meetl to a
few months ago, when he was taken il
and had to glve up work of that kind.
The record includes

Practically Every Item

that ever appearcd about the company,
and beside he has added many a note of
his own knowledge of the events. The
record contgins a full history of the dis-
banding of the guards by Gov. Gardner,
Jjust before the war.

It goes further back than when the
company was known as Emmets. It
starts with the old Sarsfield guards and
follows them through the transforma-
tion into the Emmets organization. It is
such a complete. history, It n
that no other so complete lwl? of the or-
ganization Is in existence. t has been
50 well kept 80 long that his son, Thomas

O'Flynn, principal of the Thomas-street
school, proposes to carry on the work.
He is now in p ion v and

has it up to date. .

Mr. O'Flynn became secretary of Fa-
ther Mathew temperance soclety, Feb. 6,
1876, on motion of John Clark. e served
26 years, when he resigned the office be-
cause he did not Teel equal to the task!
it im on him., But the 26 years he
served he made a record so complete that
if it were printed it would make vol-
umes, ‘nt‘.’h v:onlld lulv'o ;l’tue ‘llm?\i‘l’l which
WaS wor elling. ves in every
list of .sul bers to the Irish distress
fund: for the entire time.

The first volume of the history of the
United Irish socletles with his ser-

The second carries e record to
Jan. lﬁe‘:”' and the last to his -
tion. ide the writing in detail o

the happenings the clippings from Wor-
ca-tgr ppcpers on all tgz aunn reiating
to the

Society Are Pasted In.

His historical work of things relating to
Worcester Included three large volumes

of the United Irish socleties, seven vol-
umes of history and clippings of Fr.
Mathew temperance soclety; two volumes
devoted ially to the history of the
building of the new Fr. Mathew hall on
Trumbull street; political history of St.
Johns h, showing history of every

rson In the rtrllh and incidents of the
ﬁ?. of the individual; political history of

(continues)
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Sacred Heart parish; history of tne Irish
societies of Worcester 25 years ago, when
many now defunct were the flourishing
and Yeading ones of the time, among them
the Highland associates, Carroltons, and
St. Johns cadets; history. of St. Stephens
parish; history * of Immaculate Con.
ception parish; history of St. Annes
parish; pamphlet history of the Irish
saints, calling attention to each one and
specially .to the only Irish saint ever
canonized, St. Lawrence O'Toole. s

These are all done in his own hand-
writing, and are on peat and weéll.writ-
ten pages. Beside these, he has histo-
ries of St. Johns cemetery, Tatnuck cem-
etery, and old Bt. Annes cemetery.
of these contains ev:g epitaph in the
cemeteries named in 8.

His collection at his Grovenor street

- heme included countless other historical

sketches.

Mr. - O'Flynn was married to Anne
O'Neill, April 21, 1861. The day following,
five of -Mrs. O'Flynn's brothers, Capt,
Tom O'Nefll, kill at Cold Harbor, and
John, James, Arthur and Chdrles went
to the front to fight for the flag. Charles
went te the navy. The others were in the
army.

The bannsg of marriage of Mr. O'Flynn
and Miss O'Neilll were first published at
St. Johns church, April 7. e marriage
was celebrated quietly at the church by
Rev. P. T. O'Rellly and Mr. and Mrs.

O'Flynn
Began Housekeeping

at 21 Salem street.

Word was received in Worcester the
following July that Lieut. James O’Nelll
was in a hospital at Chesapeake, near
Fortress Monroe, Va., seriously injured.
July 7, Mr. O'Flynn and his sister-in-
law, Kate O'Nelll, started for Fortress
Monroe, to see the Injured man. He tells
of going by way of Washington and cal-
ling .on Hon, John D. Baldwin, proprietor
of the Bpy, and then a member of con-
gress from the Worcester district, and
getting a passport to the hospltni. He
tells of the visit to the injured man, and
of the return. On the return they came
by way of Baltimore, and were delayed
several hours by the rebel, Harry Gil-
more, who burned two trains near Gun-
powder bridge, ,

He notes the fact that July 1i, the body
of Capt. Tom O’'Nelll was brought to
‘Worcester for burial, July 14 the body of
Ad{t. Hernry McConville and July 26 Lieut.
Willlam Daly. These men were all of his
race, and they had been close friends
before the war. They are referred to as
his “comrades in life,” now in death.

Organizations with which Mr. O'Flynn
was connected will have meetings to take
action on his death.
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O0’Flynn Funeral -
Service Friday

Ledge Street Schoel
Dies at 69

Thomas F.- O'Flynn, 69, former
| principal of Ledge Street School, and
one of the leading educators in this
section, dled in his home, 7 Fiske
Street, shortly before 3 o'cleck this
morning. He was born In Worcester
Aug. 28, 1862, a son of Richard énd
Anna (O'Nell) ?'P’Iynn. both of dis-
tinguished ancestry. *

h%r. O'Flynn :vyu graduated from
the old Worcester High School in 1878
and Worcester Polytechnic Institute,
with ‘the class of 1882. He later stu-
dfed for a year at the Worcester Nor-
mal Schbol in order to pursue an edu-
cational career. In 1899 he was ap-
pointed a teacher in the public schools
of the city and rose rapidly as &‘n

du , holdl i u:y e

principalzhips of. the Thomas Street,
Providence Street and Ledge Street
Schools.

.He Inherited from his father a taste
for antiquarian research and was a
prolific writer on educational and his-
torical subjects. His best known work,
“The Story of- Worcester,” had wide
circulation and was used as a text
book in the local schools. He was an
ideal example for the younger teach-
ers of his day, who closely followed

He had an unwavering respect for his
assoclates and quickly gained the con-
fidence of those with whom he came
in contact.

Mr. O'Flynn was a past president
of both the Worcester County Teach-
are Aol and . Schoolmasters’
Club. He was also & member of the
Worcester Historical Soclety and the
Worcester Economic Club.

The ancestry of Mr. O'Flynn can be
traced back many generations. His
father, who was born in Waterford,
Ireland, in 1829, kept a bookstore for
many years in 244 Front Street, that
was a résort for lovers of rare books
and other antiques. He was also an
authority on American Indian relics,
old coins and stamps. His coliections
of Indian relles was presented to the
Worcester Historical Soclety, of which

he was one of the founders.

F'ormer Principal of|

\

i)eath Claims
Noted Educator

(Photo by Oliver-Plante)
THOMAS F. O'FLYNN

his methods of teaching procedure. |

On his mother's side, Mr. O'Flynn
was the grandson of Charles O'Nell,
A veteran of the British army, who
fought at Waterloo.

Mr. O'Flynn was married in April,
1888, to Julla Mary Crowley of this
city. They had two children, George
Bernard, a graduate of the Massachu-
setts State College and Clark Univer-
sity, and at present the assistant prin-
cipal of the Providence Street Junior
High School, and Genevieve, who died
in 1894. He also leaves a brother,
Willlam E. of New York, and two
granddaughters, the Misses Genevieve
and Ruth O'Flynn.

The funeral will be held from the
family home, 7T Piske Street, Friday.
The home and funeral will be strictly
private. Relatives and friends are in-
vited to attend a high mass of re-
quiem in the Church of the Blessed
Sacrament at 9 a. m. . Burlal, in
charge of James A. Athy & Son, will
be in St. John's Cemetery. ’

Thomas F. O’Flynn

Evening Post
Feb-17-1932
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| SUCCUMBS

George B. O'Flynn, principal
of Provid Street Juni
High School, who died last
night in 8t. Vincent Hospital.

G. B. OFlynn,
Junior H. S.
Head, Dies

George B. O'Flynn, principal of
the Providence Street- Junior
[Huzh School for eight years, died
last night in St. Vincent Hospital
| where he was admitted Sept. 19,
| 1951,

He was widely known in
educational and historical circles.

He was born in Worcester, son
'of the late Thomas F. and Julia
M. (Crowley) O'Flynn, graduat-
ed from English. High School in
1008, and from Massachusetts
‘Agricultural College (now the
University of Massachusetts) in
1912. The following year he was
awarded a master of arts degree
by Clark University.

Mr. O'Flynn entered the Wor-|

[Turn te O'FLYNN, Page Twenty-eight
|

George B. O’Flynn

Telegram
May-02-1952

Continued from Page One
\

cester public school system as a|
teacher at North High School in
1914, transferring the following
year to Classical High School
where he taught until 1931, |
| In September, 1931, he was
| made assistant principal of Prov-
idence Street Junior High School,
a position he held until April 7,
1944 when he was promoted to |
principal.

In 1914 he organized the Chil-
drens’ Garden Project of the
Worcester Playgrounds.

In 1934, collaborating with Dr.
| Albert Farnsworth, he wrote the
| “Story of Worcester.”

Organizations

He was a member of the Wor-
cester Teachers’ Association; the
Worcester County Teachers' As-
sociation, of which he was pres-
ident in 1926 and 1927; a member
of the Massachusetts Junior High
School Principals’ Association; a
member of the Worcester Prin-
cipals’ Club of which he was
[ president from 1939 to 1941,

Mr. Flynn also held member-
ship in the Public School Art
League, the Orleans Historical
| Society, the Worcester Historical
Society, Worcester Economic
Club, Alpha Pi Zeta Fraternity,
Kappa Gamma Phi (national
education  society) and' was &
former member of: Alhambra
Council, K. of C. and the Univer-
sity Club.

Funeral’ Tomorrow
+He leaves his wife, Mrs. Clare
(McNamara) O'Flynn; three
daughters, Genevieve M., wife of
| Paul E. Benoit. of Worcester,
Ruth E., wife of David R. |
of Natick, and Clare-Ahn O'Flyn
of Worcester, and three grand-
| children.
Private funeral services will be

| held from the family home, 7
| Fiske street, Saturday mornfng.
Burial will be in St. John's Cem-
etery., Other arrangements are
incomplete,

End



