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Richard O’Flynn (1829-1905) 

 Thomas F. O’Flynn (1862-1932) 

George B. O’Flynn (1889-1952) 

Richard O’Flynn (1829-1905) was a major figure among early 
historians of the city, and was known as the historian of its Irish 
population. He was also a collector and seller of rare books and a 
wide variety of antique objects, including an extensive collection of 
Native American artifacts.   

Thomas F. O’Flynn (1862-1932), a son of Richard, was a teacher 
and principal in Worcester Public Schools for many years, and 
author of a book on Worcester history for students:  The Story of 
Worcester, Massachusetts,  1910. It is now available in the form of 
re-prints by several firms. 

George B. O’Flynn (1889-1952), a son of Thomas, was also a 
teacher in the Worcester Public Schools for many years. In 1934 he 
and Albert Farnsworth, of the faculty at Worcester Acedemy, 
published a revised edition of the 1910 book by George’s father, 
with substantial additions, under the same title. 

 
Founders of the Worcester Society of 
Antiquity, now the Worcester Historical 
Museum.  Richard O’Flynn is seated second 
from the right. The others are, from the left, 
Samuel Staples, Franklin P. Rice, and John G. 
Smith. 

Below are the biographies in Nutt, followed by 
obituary notices for all three men. 
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