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Zelotes W. Coombs  (1865-1946) 

Coombs was professor of English at WPI from 1890 and dean emeritus after 1937. 
He was a past president of the Worcester Historical Society, and  active in other civic 
affairs.  He was mentioned or pictured fourteen times in Mildred Tymeson’s 1965 
history of the institute, Two Towers: The Story of Worcester Tech 1865-1965.   

His principal contribution to the city and its history consisted of a series of short 
articles on the city’s past under the title of “Jottings,” published in a weekly 
“advertiser” magazine called This Week in Worcester.  Two sample jottings are 
included below.  This Week ran from December 8, 1928  through the end of 1938, and  
the “jottings” series by the Worcester Historical Museum began almost immediately. 
Starting in 1931, Coombs penned most of them, eventually totaling 300 or more 
articles. This Week in Worcester can be found in the reference collection in the local 
history and genealogy section of the Worcester Public Library.   
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Two examples of “Jottings,” from This Week in Worcester: 
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